Antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies in juvenile chronic arthritis.
We present the results of antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody (ANCA) staining in patients with juvenile chronic arthritis (JCA). Thirty-one patients with an age range of 1-16 years were included in the study: 13, 15 and three patients, respectively, were classified having oligoarticular, polyarticular and systemic-onset disease. Indirect immunofluorescence analysis revealed ANCA staining in 45% of the patients. All, except one, revealed atypical pANCA staining. ELISA studies for anti-myeloperoxidase were positive in only one patient with typical pANCA staining. PR-3 ANCA tested negative in all patients. There were no significant correlations between ANCA staining and the clinical parameters of the patients. We conclude that, although the specificity of ANCA in JCA remains to be elucidated, it may be effective in the pathogenesis of the disease.